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A Time For Healing

1944
An incident during the Battle of the Huertgen Forest, November,

, roughly square mi ed and rugged terrain egins a ve miles south and
e Huertgen Forest hly 70 f d ru | te , be: bout five mi
es of densely wooded a

east of Aachen, Germany and falls into a triangle outlined by Aachen, e s dighled Line, complete with pill boxes. 1t
German-Belgian border, portions of the battle field were part of the West Wall or Seigl )

I theast to southwest.
consists of high marshland of volcanic origin cut by streams and rivers; deep gorge;rl;‘n ?::lne‘r:lcyar:;rpy ey e
The plateaus are cleared farm land. The dense forest, mostly of fir 75 to 100 feet high,

floor dark, damp and forbidding.
In the Huertgen Forest weather, terrain and a determi
American divisions from September to December 1944. Interrupted by the

N f ) o
the forest, capturing the Roer River dams and crossing the Roer River wer.e n L i s
bat in the forest was a repeat of World War I, a bloody battle of attrition. Mines, artillery, tree bursts and cold,

all took a toll. The U.S. 1st, 2nd, 4th, 8th, 9th, 28th, 78th and 83rd Infantry; the 82nd Airborne and the 3-rd:,,5thAa:odﬂ7-.$
Armored Divisions and the 2nd Ranger Battalion lost more than 25,000 killed, wounded, captured or mx;isx. g. g
9.000 fell to trench foot, combat exhaustion or respiratory illness. This represents a 25% loss rate. Major i
elements were the 12th, 47th, 272nd and 277th Volksgrenadier; the 85th, 89th, 275th, 344th and 353rd Infantry; the

Parachute and 116th Panzer Divisions.

During the first two weeks of November 1944 control of the Kall River Gorge was
of elements of the 275th Infantry Division and the 1056th Infantry Regiment of the
elements of the 116th Panzer Division. The United States
Battalion, 110th Infantry and the 3rd Battalion, 109th Infantry Regiments supported by e
talions, 893rd Tank Destroyer Battalion and the 1171st Engineer Combat Group.

The print is from the original acrylic painting by
Robert M. Nisley and is a composite of at least
three temporary humanitarian truces arranged on
the Kall Trail by German and American medical
personnel during the period of November 7109,
1944, to treat and evacuate the wounded of both
sides. The scene shows the Kall Trail on the west
side about 250 vards above the Kall River Bridge.
The trail was steep, narrow and muddy. Other
parts of the trail consist of sharp curves and swit-
chbacks. American and German medics are
recovering and treating casualties. It-is cold, not
quite freezing, with mist and intermittent rain. To
the rear center is the Kall Trail Aid Station, a log
dugout which served both the 1st and 3rd Bat-
talions of the 112th Infantry Regiment. To the
right are two M4A1l Sherman tanks of A Com-
pany, 707th Tank Battalion which blocked the
trail due to thrown tracks and had been finally
pushed off the trail on November 4.

The truces allowed the evacuation of at least
200 American casualties. Some of the medical
personnel represented in the print have signed the
print.

mendous losses to veteran
“Battle of the Bulge,” the objectives of clearing
t accomplished until February 1945. Com-

ned German defense produced trei

ontested by German troops consisting
89th Infantry Division, supported by

forces were the 1st and 3rd Battalions, 112th Infantry, the 3rd
lements of the 707th Tank Bat-

This print is dedicated to the universal spirit of the combat medic and the brav i
e Germa d A i
fought and fell in the Huertgen Forest. R ansion ke

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Artist Robert M. Nisley of Hi Istown, P lvania is a of World
I L F y War II and served in the area of the Batt
dthe. Hueng.en For'est in November 1944. He was a ber of the 23rd Headquarters Special Troops, which :zas : hiah:e
classified unit working in the psychological warfare and disinformation areas. \ - R
u:g nsni;n;:v :::—:':::n sol'die:rs, l;e rﬁn:medffzom World War II and attended Kutztown State College, Kutztown, Pa., on
e G b a of Sci d i i i } i foy
e SR E R o Dpche egree in Art Education. While there, he had a showing of combat

He continued his education with a Master of Science de

vears in the Steelton-Highspire School District. gree in Fine Arts from Temple University and taught art for 35
Nisley is a sil o
iy of the P lvani : i :

A L e Watercolor Society, winner of the Honor Award in the WITE-TV public

in maj .
Hummelstown Arts Festival, He is many arts and crafts festivals. He was chosen to create the first arts poster for the

] well known in Central P i i
Aoy ennsylvania for his wat i inti
rks his first return to a military subject since serving in Europe in World War lelrcolor R KA, b paiote

'SIHL 4@ _yvd UM SO YW




A Time For Healing
by Robert M. Nisley

- The acrylic painting “A Time For Healing” by Hummelstown artist Robert M. Nisley was commissioned by the
‘Governor's Committee For World War 1I Commemoration as their final project after five years of honoring the
veterans of World War 11 at functions throughout the state.

The Committee’s decision was to depict a scene from World War Il involving a Pennsylvania unit which would show
some humanity in the midst of total war.

The resulting choice was what is called by military historians “The Incident On The Kall Trail.” It was there in
November 1944 during the Battle of the Huertgen Forest in which the P Ilvania 28th Division was fighting the
German 89th Division for the towns of Schmidt-Kommerscheidt that a series of truces were arranged between the
Germans and the 28th Division’s 112th Infantry Regiment. During the truces, German and American medical person-
nel aided each other in bringing in the wounded, who were bleeding to death and freezing to death in the worst Ger-
man winter in 50 years. The collection centered around the 112th Infantry Regiment’s 1st and 3rd Battalion’s forward
2id station, which was in no-man’s land.

1t is this humanitarian effort that is pictured here.

‘The painting has been reproduced in full color limited edition prints to be signed by the artist and both German and
American veterans who were there. Proceeds from their sale will go toward the construction of the memorial to Penn-
jvani at Fort Indi Gap National Cemetery.

Limited Edition of 1120 prints (in recognition of the 112th Infantry Regiment)
Image Size: 24%” x 19”7
Cost - $125.00 unframed, which includes postage and handling

Order From: Veterans Memorial Comumission
Fort Indiantown Gap
Annville, PA 17003-5002
Phone: (717) 861-8901

ORDER FORM

Send unframed prints “A Time For Healing” at $125.00 each to:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: § Print Number Desired (if available)
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